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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE CQ<toSlw5 



JAN 0 9 

Division: 3728 
Examiner: Bui, Luan Kim 

'/A 




Applicant" Lau, David M. K. 

Serial No.: 10/076,761 

Filed: 02/12/2002 

For: Fold-Up Storage Container 



Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
This communication is filed in response to an Official Action dated December 12, 

2003, in the above-identified patent application, that Official Action having a shortened 

statutory period for response set to expire on January 12, 2004. 

Election With Traverse 

In the above-identified Office Action, the Examiner has required that the present 

application be restricted to one of the following inventions: 

I. Claims 1-29 and 37-40 drawn to a combination of a storage container 
comprising a base panel, a plurality of side panels, a roof panel and 
connector means, classified in Class 206, subclass 600 and others. 

II. Claims 30-36 drawn to a sub-combination of a base without any details of 
a storage container, classified in Class 108, subclass unknown. 

In response to the foregoing requirement, applicant elects Group I, containing 
Claims 1-29 and 37-40, and traverses the restriction requirement based upon the following: 

Claims 30-36 are directed to an improvement in storage containers, not to non- 
analogous art such as bridges or covers. Moreover, Claim 30 recites an improved storage 
container with a base having precisely the same limitations as recited for the storage 
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container of Claim 8, which is identified as being in Group I. Also, applicant is unaware of any 
use for the base r cited in Claim 30 other than as part of a storage container. Finally, 
evaluating the patentability of Claim 8 necessitates a search of identical prior art areas to that 
required for evaluating the patentability of Claim 30. Therefore, it is respectfully request d 
that, in addition to claims in elected Group I, claims in non-elected Group II also be examined 
promptly on the merits. 
Respectfully submitted, 



William L. Chapin, Reg. #27,317 
16791 Sea Witch Lane 
Huntington Beach, California 92649 
Telephone: (714) 625-3570 
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BECE»vn~ 



W. L. CHAPIN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM 



JAN 0 9 



304 



TO: 



United States Patent & Trademark Office 
Attn: Examiner Luan Kim Bui 
Art Unit 3728 



FHCIAL 



TEL. # 



(703) 305-5861 



FAX.# 



(703) 872-930& 



FROM: 



WILLIAM L. CHAPIN 

Attorney at Law 

16791 Sea Witch Lane 

Huntington Beach, California 92649, USA 

Tel.: (714)625-3570 

Fax.: (714) 625-3580 



DATE: January 9, 2004 



TIME: 12:15 PMPST 



NO. OF PAGES (Including this Cover Page): 3 



IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL (714) 962-5145 



COMMENTS: Dear Examiner Bui: I have enclosed a Response To Restriction Requirement 
for application serial No. 1 0/076,761, filed 02/12/2002, Applicant: Lau, David M. K. 
Cordially, William L. Chapin 

I certify that the attached documents have been sent via telefacsimile transmission to the 
US. PTO at the above-listed fax number on January 9, 2004 



WILLIAM L. CHAPIN * 



THIS INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS TRANSMISSION IS PRIVILEGED AND 
CONFIDENTIAL, IT IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 

IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY 
US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US 
AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA REGULAR U.S. MAIL. THANK YOU. 
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